
16TH ANNUAL MASS EYE AND EAR

Vitrectomy Course
FOR FIRST-YEAR RETINA FELLOWS

July 10-11, 2026

Course Directors:  Jose Davila • Matt McKay • John Miller • Lizzy Rossin • Nimesh Patel 

Founders:  John Loewenstein • Demetrios Vavvas
Honorary Founder:  Dean Eliott • Honorary Chair:  Shizuo Mukai



Friday, July 10 - Boston Marriott Cambridge, 50 Broadway, Cambridge, MA

10:00 AM Registration 2nd Floor, Grand Ballroom Foyer
10:00 AM Exhibits 2nd Floor, Grand Ballroom 4-7
11:15 AM Welcoming Remarks Nimesh Patel 
11:25 AM Pneumatic Retinopexy Pearls Ines Lains 
11:35 AM Scleral Buckling for RD Lucy Young
11:55 AM Vitrectomy for Primary RD Thanos Papakostas
12:10 PM Intraocular Tamponades and PFO Yasha Modi 
12:20 PM Q & A Moderator: Matt McKay
12:30 PM Introduction of the Founders’ Awardee: Don D’Amico Paul Chan & John Miller
12:35 PM PANEL 1 - Retinal Detachment Repair - Donald D’Amico (Moderator) 

Panelists: Audina Berrocal, Steve Charles, Yewlin Chee, John Kitchens, Bill Mieler
1:20 PM Lunch 2nd Floor, Grand Ballroom 4-7
2:20 PM Ergonomics Robert Bhisitkul
2:30 PM Vitrectomy Fluidics and Instrumentation Steve Charles
2:45 PM Giant Retinal Tear Sandra Montezuma 
3:00 PM PVR Sophie Bakri 
3:15 PM Surgical Diabetic Retinopathy Maria Berrocal

3:30 PM Q & A Moderators:  
Will Foulsham & Szilárd Kiss

3:35 PM PANEL 2 - Surgical Diabetic Retinopathy - Maria Berrocal (Moderator) 
Panelists: Raymond Iezzi, Anton Orlin, Archana Seethala, Dimitra Skondra, Nicolas Yannuzzi 

4:05 PM Break 2nd Floor, Grand Ballroom 4-7
4:35 PM Introduction to Industry Talks
4:39 PM Alcon
4:42 PM Retina Consultants of America
4:45 PM Endophthalmitis Luis Haddock
4:55 PM ERM Mario Romano 
5:05 PM Macular Hole Christina Weng
5:15 PM IOLs in VR John Kitchens
5:25 PM Vitreous Biopsy and Surgical Uveitis Basics Sumit Sharma 
5:35 PM Basics of Pediatric Retina Surgery Eric Nudleman

5:45 PM Q & A Moderator:  
Aleksandra Rachitskaya 

5:55 PM Closing Remarks Lizzy Rossin
6:00 PM Networking Reception 2nd Floor, Grand Ballroom 4-7
7:15 PM Fellow Dinner & Networking Mixer  

Sponsored by YoungMD Connect Row 34
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Thank you to our amazing faculty:
Sophie Bakri, MD – Mayo Clinic
Audina Berrocal, MD – Bascom Palmer Eye 
Institute
Maria Berrocal, MD – Drs Berrocal & Associates
Robert Bhisitkul, MD, PhD – UC San Francisco
R.V. Paul Chan, MD, MSc, MBA – University of 
Illinois Chicago
Steve Charles, MD – Charles Retina Institute
Yewlin Chee, MD – University of Washington
Xi Chen, MD, PhD – Duke Eye Center
Donald D’Amico, MD – Weill Cornell Medical 
College
Mohammad Dahrouj, MD, PhD – Mass Eye and Ear
Jose Davila, MD – Mass Eye and Ear
Sharon Fekrat, MD, FASRS – Duke Eye Center
William Foulsham, MD, PhD – Mass Eye and Ear
Ronald Gentile, MD – NYU Langone
Luis Haddock, MD – Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
Steve Houston, MD – Florida Retina Institute
Deeba Husain, MD – Mass Eye and Ear
Raymond Iezzi, MD – Mayo Clinic

Karen Jeng-Miller, MD, MPH – Atrius Health
Mehnaz Khan, MD – Atrius Health
Ivana Kim, MD, MBA – Mass Eye and Ear
Leo Kim, MD, PhD – Mass Eye and Ear
Szilárd Kiss, MD – Weill Cornell Medical College
John Kitchens, MD – Retina Associates of 
Kentucky
Ines Lains, MD, PhD – Mass Eye and Ear
Yannek Leiderman, MD, PhD – Duke Eye Center
K. Matthew McKay, MD – Mass Eye and Ear
William Mieler, MD – University of Illinois Chicago
Joan Miller, MD – Mass Eye and Ear
John Miller, MD – Mass Eye and Ear
Yasha Modi, MD – Manhattan Eye, Ear & Throat 
Hospital
Sandra Montezuma, MD – University of Minnesota
Eric Nudleman, MD, PhD – UC San Diego
Anton Orlin, MD – Mid Atlantic Retina/Wills Eye 
Hospital
Thanos Papakostas, MD – The Retina Institute
Nimesh Patel, MD – Mass Eye and Ear

Aleksandra Rachitskaya, MD – Cleveland Clinic

Miin Roh, MD, PhD – Atrius Health

Mario Romano, MD – Humanitas University

Lizzy Rossin, MD, PhD – Mass Eye and Ear

Archana Seethala, MD – Mass Eye and Ear

Sumit Sharma, MD – Cleveland Clinic

Rishi Singh, MD – Mass Eye and Ear

Dimitra Skondra, MD, PhD, FASRS – NYU Langone

Katherine Talcott, MD – Cleveland Clinic

Marisa Tieger, MD – Tufts University

Demetrios Vavvas, MD, PhD – Mass Eye and Ear

Christina Weng, MD, MBA – Baylor College of 
Medicine

Andre Witkin, MD – Ophthalmic Consultants of 
Boston

Jeremy Wolfe, MD, MS – Associated Retinal 
Consultants

David Wu, MD, PhD – Mass Eye and Ear

Nicolas Yannuzzi, MD – Bascom Palmer Eye 
Institute

Lucy Young, MD, PhD – Mass Eye and Ear

Saturday, July 11 - Mass Eye and Ear, 243 Charles Street, Boston, MA

7:00 AM Registration & Breakfast 3rd Floor
7:30 AM Welcome Remarks John Miller 
7:35 AM Prep for Surgery Yannek Leiderman
8:00 AM PANEL 3 - IOLs - John Kitchens (Moderator) 

Panelists: Mohammad Dahrouj, Jose Davila, Miin Roh, Andre Witkin, Jeremy Wolfe 
8:30 AM Overview of Labs and Small Groups Jose Davila & John Miller 
8:35 AM Transition to Stations

 (See badge for Individual Assignments)

8:45 AM Morning Wet Labs, Dry Labs, and Small Groups 
(3rd Floor & 6th Floor, Based on Individual Assignments)

11:45 AM Lunch 7th Floor, Lank Dining Room
1:00 PM PANEL 4 - Surgical Approach to PVR and Complex RD - Sharon Fekrat (Moderator) 

Panelists: Xi Chen, Karen Jeng-Miller, Leo Kim, Szilárd Kiss,  Aleksandra Rachitskaya 
1:30 PM PANEL 5 - Macular Surgical Techniques for ERM and Mac Hole - Katherine Talcott (Moderator) 

Panelists: Will Foulsham, Steve Houston, Deeba Husain, Mehnaz Khan, Ivana Kim, Marisa Tieger 
2:00 PM Transition to Stations 

 (See badge for Individual Assignments)

2:15 PM Afternoon Wet Labs, Dry Labs, and Small Groups 
(3rd Floor & 6th Floor, Based on Individual Assignments)

5:15 PM Transition to General Session 3rd Floor, Meltzer Auditorium
5:25 PM Closing Remarks, Survey & Group Photo Matt McKay
5:45 PM Travel To Dinner on Own
6:00 PM Reception & Dinner Hampshire House
7:00 PM Top 10 Things to Keep Your Attending AND YOU Happy Ronald Gentile
7:15 PM Remarks by MEE Vit Course Directors
9:00 PM Adjourn



Mass Eye and Ear Retina Service 2026

Mass Eye and Ear VR Fellowship  
Graduating Class of 2026

(left to right) Isaac Bleicher: Tufts, Caroline Awh: Cleveland Clinic, 
Ricky Woodward: Manhattan Eye and Ear, Stephanie Zhang: Univ. of Washington
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3rd Floor Map
Dry Labs & Small Groups 

Meltzer Auditorium  
Mentoring

Sloane Teaching Room 
Surgical Cases

Trainee Lounge 
Simulators

Altschuler Training Lab 
Simulators

Library 
3D Surgical Cases

6th Floor Map
Wet Labs 

OR Storage – Scleral Buckle

OR 61 – Vitrectomy

OR 62 – Membrane Peel & IOFB

OR 63 – Vitrectomy

OR 64 – Vitrectomy

OR 65 – Vitrectomy

Bay 2 – Scleral Buckle

Bay 5 – Membrane Peel & IOFB

Bay 6 – Scleral Buckle

Bay 8 – Membrane Peel & IOFB

Bay 10 – Scleral Buckle

Bay 11 – Membrane Peel & IOFB



UNITY® VCS and CS Important Product Information
Caution:  Federal (USA) law restricts this device to sale by, or on the order of, a physician.
Indications / Intended Use:  
UNITY VCS: 
The UNITY VCS console, when used with compatible devices, is indicated for use during anterior segment (i.e. phacoemulsification and removal of cataracts) and posterior 
segment (i.e. vitreoretinal) ophthalmic surgery.
In addition, with the optional laser this system is indicated for photocoagulation (i.e. vitreoretinal and macular pathologies), iridotomy and trabeculoplasty procedures.
UNITY CS: 
The UNITY CS console, when used with compatible devices, is indicated for use during anterior segment (i.e. phacoemulsification and removal of cataracts) 
ophthalmic surgery.
Warnings:   
Appropriate use of UNITY VCS and CS parameters and accessories is important for successful procedures. The console supports various accessories to perform 
various surgical procedures. Accessories include handpieces and probes, as well as tips and sleeves when necessary. Different accessories are required for different 
procedures and operating modes. 
Test for adequate irrigation and aspiration flow, reflux, and operation of each accessory prior to entering the eye.
The consumables used in conjunction with ALCON® instrument products constitute a complete surgical system. To avoid the risk of a patient hazard, do not mismatch 
consumable components or use settings not specifically adjusted for particular consumable component combinations.
AEs/Complications:   
Inadvertent activation of functions that are intended for priming or tuning accessories while the accessory is in the eye can create a hazardous situation that could 
result in patient injury.  During any ultrasonic procedure, metal particles may result from inadvertent touching of the ultrasonic tip with a second instrument. Another 
potential source of metal particles resulting from any ultrasonic handpiece may be the result of ultrasonic energy causing micro abrasion of the ultrasonic tip.
ATTENTION:   
Refer to the Directions for Use for the accessories/consumables and User Manual for a complete listing of indications, warnings, cautions and notes.

© 2024 Alcon Inc. 11/24 US-UVC-2400061

Superior Efficiency for Vitreoretinal  
and Cataract Surgery.*

Experience
Extraordinary

*Based on bench testing. 

Reference: 1. Alcon data on file, 2024. 

Gold Level Advertisers & Exhibitors
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Gold Level Advertisers & Exhibitors



Silver Level Advertisers & Exhibitors

© Copyright 2025 ANI Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved. Cortrophin is a registered trademark of ANI Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
ILUVIEN is a registered trademark of Alimera Sciences, Inc., an ANI Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Company.  
US-IL-2500017  07/2025

cortrophinHCP.com hcp.iluvien.com
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Silver Level Advertisers & Exhibitors

Intended for US HCPs  
The physician and patient shown were compensated for their participation.  
Copyright © 2025 Astellas Pharma Inc. or its affiliates.  
All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
MAT-US-IZE-2025-00392 09/25

Moments like this 
deserve your protection.

 
 

Scan to learn more at 
IzervayECP.com or visit
the Astellas booth



Silver Level Advertisers & Exhibitors

Only Multi-MOA TKI in Phase 3 for Wet AMD and DME

Full elution of vorolanib  
before matrix bioerosion; no  
free-floating drug particles

EYP-1901 is an investigational product and the safety and efficacy of EYP-1901 has not been established. FDA has not approved  
EYP-1901 in the United States. The materials discussed do not predict future FDA approval. Conclusive evidence of efficacy and safety of 
EYP-1901 will require further investigation in well-controlled Phase 3 clinical trials. Insert not drawn to scale, for illustrative purposes only. 
The investigational dose for phase 3 trials is 2.7mg (two inserts) administered with one injection. aData from preclinical studies. Following 
a single EYP-1901 900 µg dose in Dutch Belted rabbits, vorolanib reached concentrations exceeding IC₅₀ in the choroid and retina within 
hours of administration. IVT, intravitreal; TKI, tyrosine kinase inhibitor; VEGF, vascular endothelial growth factor; IL-6, interleukin-6. 
EyePoint and the EyePoint logo are registered trademarks of EyePoint, Inc. 
©2018-2026 EyePoint, Inc. All Rights Reserved Learn more at askaboutourtki.com

Consistent daily dosing 
with target inhibition for  
≥6 months

Therapeutic levels of vorolanib 
reached within hoursa

Inhibition of VEGF receptors, 
PDGF and pro-inflammatory  
IL-6–mediated signalinga No cold storage required; 

pre-loaded IVT syringe 
injector

EYP-1901 combines vorolanib with Durasert E™ technology to deliver a continuous 
daily dose for at least 6 months.

SCAN TO  
EXPLORE FARETINA

IT'S NOT JUST DATA 
IT'S REAL-WORLD RESULTS

© 2026 Genentech, Inc. All rights reserved. M-US-00032763(v1.0) 06/26
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Silver Level Advertisers & Exhibitors

EYLEA HD is a registered trademark of Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
© 2025 Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 01/2026 US.EHD.25.07.0117

EXPLORE MORE  
ABOUT EYLEA HD 



Bronze Level Advertisers & Exhibitors

APELLIS®, SYFOVRE® and their respective logos are 
registered trademarks of Apellis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
©2026 Apellis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.  
4/26 US-PEGGA-2600120 v1.0

Visit us at 
SYFOVREECP.com
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Thank you to the  
following industry partners:

GOLD LEVEL ADVERTISERS & EXHIBITORS 

Alcon
Retina Consultants of America  

SILVER LEVEL ADVERTISERS & EXHIBITORS

AbbVie
ANI Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Astellas
Bausch + Lomb
EyePoint, Inc.

Genentech, Inc. 
Neurotech Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

BRONZE LEVEL ADVERTISERS & EXHIBITORS

Adaptive Sensory Technology
Biogen

Harrow, Inc.
Merck & Co., Inc.

Ocular Therapeutix
EDUCATIONAL GRANTS & IN-KIND SUPPORT 

Alcon 
Bausch + Lomb 

EDUCATIONAL GRANT

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

IN-KIND SUPPORT

ZEISS

MEDIA PARTNER

Retina Today/EyeTube 
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Thank you to the following  
wet and dry lab participants: 

AbbVie

Alcon

ANI Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Bausch + Lomb

Biogen

Genentech, Inc.

OCULUS Surgical, Inc. 

ZEISS



Online Program:
For the complete program with slides, visit
mcpi.cventevents.com/event/mee2026/
agenda or scan the following QR code.

Course Survey Link:
For the complete the course survey, visit 
https://forms.gle/smDPYoRdUvv8x3pW8 
or scan the following QR code.

MEEVitCourse@medconfs.com  |  medconfs.com

http://mcpi.cventevents.com/event/mee2026/agenda
http://mcpi.cventevents.com/event/mee2026/agenda
https://forms.gle/smDPYoRdUvv8x3pW8
mailto:MEEVitCourse%40medconfs.com?subject=
http://www.medconfs.com

